
 

 

Friday 20
th

 April 2018 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
We are writing as members of the governing body regarding school attendance.  As per the school’s attendance policy, 
attendance is the responsibility of everyone in our school community – pupils, parents, governors and all staff.   
 
At our most recent full Governing Body meeting, attendance was discussed in depth.    Attendance is an area which is 
reported to us on a termly basis and due to the current levels is now a great concern.  When looking more closely at 
absence, it is clear that term time holidays are a large part of our attendance figures being so low.   
 
As a governing body, we agreed for three Non-Pupil days to be added to the end of May half-term this year.  This decision 
was made in an effort to discourage families from taking term-time holidays.  This was communicated by Mrs Morgan-
Soane last year, and this year’s academic calendar with these non-pupil days was made available to parents at the end of 
April last year. 
 
We are fully aware that, from time to time, children are ill and this is an acceptable reason for absence.  However, when 
term-time holidays are then also taken, a child’s attendance can easily fall to a level that is considered unacceptable.  
Children who have attendance below 90% are considered by the government to be persistent absentees and this is 
recorded as part of national data. 
 
As governors we are responsible for your children’s education and missing school has an adverse impact.  Not only does it 
lead to children feeling unsettled, it can make it difficult to catch up, not only creating anxiety for your child, but their 
academic achievement has also been proven to be affected.  Please refer to: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/509679/The-link-between-absence-and-
attainment-at-KS2-and-KS4-2013-to-2014-academic-year.pdf  
 
This is why OFSTED takes this issue so seriously and attendance is considered in depth before even considering a school to 
be good.   
 
Currently, the whole school’s attendance is below the acceptable national figure of 96%.  This puts the school at risk of 
being judged by OFSTED as less than Good, simply because of this.  We know how hard the staff and children work and we 
regularly monitor the school’s performance.  We know we are a Good school and do not want attendance to be a limiting 
factor in any future inspection. 
 
It is a legal requirement that children attend school regularly and the school attendance policy is available on the website.  
No term time absences are approved by Mrs Morgan Soane unless there are truly exceptional circumstances and 
unapproved absences are recorded as ‘unauthorised’.  
 
We would urge you to consider the points raised in this letter and we hope you can all agree that regular school 
attendance must be a priority for everyone. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
The Governing Body 
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