
 

 

Tuesday 21
st

 May 2019 

 
Dear Parents, 
 
Year 1 National Phonics Screening Check 
 
The National Phonics Screening Check is a statutory assessment that was introduced in 2012 to all Year 1 pupils and is a quick 
and easy check of your child’s phonics knowledge. This year it will be carried out in all primary schools across the country during 
the week commencing 10

th
 June.  

 
Phonics is a way of teaching children to read quickly and skilfully. Children are taught how to recognise the sounds each 
individual letter makes and to identify the sounds that different contributions of letters make such as ‘sh’ and ‘oo’.   Children are 
taught to read by breaking down words into separate sounds or ‘phonemes’. They are then taught how to blend these sounds 
together to read the whole word.  
The Phonics Screening Check comprises of a list of 40 words and nonsense words. It will assess phonics skills and knowledge 
learnt through reception and year 1. Your child will read one‐one with a familiar teacher. They will be asked to ‘sound out’ a 
word and blend the sounds together. The check is very similar to tasks they have carried out during phonics sessions.  
 
Most children will complete the check in about 10-15 minutes. Children who need longer will be given a break in between 
sections of the check. There will be a few practise words at the beginning to make sure your child fully understands the activity.   
The check includes 20 ‘nonsense’ words (we call them alien words). These are words that are phonetically decodable but not 
actual words with an associated meaning e.g. brip, snorb. These words are included in the check specifically to assess whether 
you child can work out a word using phonic skills and not their memory. These words will be shown to your child with a picture 
of an alien. This means the children will know that it is not a word they will have heard before or will try and turn into a real 
word. They will just blend the sounds together to make a word. 
You will be informed of your child’s progress in phonics, and how they have done in the screening check, as part of their Summer 
report.    
 
All of the children are individuals and develop at different stages. The screening check ensures that teachers understand which 
children need support with decoding.   The purpose of learning phonics is to support children to learn to read. The screening 
check will identify children who have phonic decoding skills below the level expected for the end of year 1 and who therefore 
need help. We will provide extra help when the children move into Year 2 and children will then be able to re‐take the 
assessment at the end of that year. 
If you have any questions please speak to either myself or Miss Dalley. 
 
Many thanks for your continued support, 
A.Peacock 
(Classteacher-Diamond) 

 


