
We would like to tell you how our field is getting on. 
 
It’s been a long, snowy, frosty winter. How have our new trees 
survived? 
The twelve big ones are looking good. Some  (the sleepy ones) have 
buds, but most have leaves. You may remember that each of our little 
trees has a stake to support it and a plastic tube to protect it while it is 
young. Well, inside their plastic tubes, the little trees have slept snug 
through the winter. Now that Spring is here, they have wakened up. 
Almost all of them have little leaves. 
While our trees have been quietly growing, what about the rest 
of the field? 
Some of the fencing has been made stronger, and new things are  
happening in the lower part of the field. We have been planting willow 
domes. That happened at the end of March. The grass was marked out, 
and some of the turf stripped. Then the Eco Warriors, and some  
children representing each class planted the willow branches which will 
make the domes. Mr Britten showed us how to do it.  
What are willow domes? 
Let’s start with ‘domes’. If you cut a tennis ball in half, you get two very 
small domes. They look a bit like igloos. 
How do you make a dome out of twigs and thin branches? 
First, draw a circle on the ground. Then take away the grass on the rim 
of the circle. Then push long twigs or thin branches into the ground, 
round the circle, upright, like the stakes we  use to support plants. Then 
you tie some of the sticks together at the top, to form a sort of roof; 
and you weave long skinny sticks in and out of the uprights till it looks a 
bit like an upside-down basket.  
Willow twigs and branches are very good at taking root and growing. So 
the long twiggy branches we planted in March should  grow. They are 
already growing buds and little leaves; and they will grow taller. When 
they are taller, we can tie them and weave them to make the  
upside-down baskets. In a year or two, they will be living   green domes 
of willow, like really BIG upside-down baskets. There will be four 
domes, and there are paths between them with willow edges. They are 
growing already. The paths will make a sort of maze between the 
domes. Story telling chair 
We have commissioned Wild Welsh Wood to design and make a story  
telling chair for the woodland. The chair is being donated by a lovely couple 
in memory of their daughter; Ann. The base was laid in April ready for  
delivery in June when we hope that it will be “christened” by its donator. It 
will be fixed in among the willow domes. 
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Sponsors 
To date we would like to 
thank: 
♦ The Ann Johnson’s  
Education Foundation 
♦ Alpha Signz 
♦ E2V Charities Committee 
And some very special  
neighbours and friends of the 
school for their kind and  
generous donations that have 
enabled the project to 
flourish. 
Grand Opening 
The date for the 
grand opening is 
Friday 21st June 
from 2pm. Please 
bring a picnic and 
join us in the 
woodland as a 
community. 



Willow feature planting 
“Back in March a group of children from each class came down to the wood to plant the Willow feature. Mr 
Britten had already dug out the design, so it was just left for the  
children to plant the willow. 
This was a fairly easy task and the children all listened well and asked questions about why we were planting 
sticks? 
The task was made easier by the group of parents that came to help and it was lovely to have them their getting 
involved. 
All 150 Willow whips were planted by lunch time and the children finished off the task by laying woodchip 
around the Willow. 
The children said they had really enjoyed themselves,  
especially pushing the wheelbarrow with woodchip in and planting the sticks, and they are really excited about 
what the willow will look like once it has grown.”  

What about the Pond?  Remember: it was dug out back in   
November last year. It has sat quietly through the winter. Now it 
is going to be lined, first with sand, then with a Pond Liner. 
There are special plans for the edges.          
 
One of our neighbours asked which trees we had planted.  The 
little trees are a mixture of oak, wild cherry, silver birch, haw-
thorn, hazel, and rowan. Each copse has a mixture of these 
trees. On the Boswells Road side, near the fence, we planted a 
blackthorn hedge; and last month (April) we put in young  
dogwoods, near the big old horse chestnut. 

   

Gates: Soon we will have new gates. The frame of the 
old gates has been de-rusted and painted in readiness. 
Our school council ran a competition back in March to 
design the new gates for the woodland. This was a 
huge success with around 70 entries. Our woodland 
committee whittled it down to 4 finalists who they felt 
had captured the essence of our project in their  
designs. These then went back to the school council 
who chose Maddison Cook’s stunning piece as the  
winning entry. Maddison is currently 5 years old and 
in Diamond class. 

My Aspirations for Jubilee Wood (Blue Sky Thinking!) 
 
I would like the wood to be used regularly for Outdoor learning. Many curriculum areas can 
be covered and it can be used all year round. Ideally it can be used as an extension to the 
classrooms and school field. 
It would be lovely if we could also have other schools using the Wood for their Outdoor 
learning. We might even be able to use it for Forest schools work. The wood is able to offer 
a real opportunity to enhance the children’s learning in many ways, as well as promoting a 
love of the outdoors and nature. 
 
Mrs Britten 


