
So how is the Woodland being used? 
 
In early summer, school classes began to use the field, mostly on 
Wednesday afternoons. The writer was invited along to find out 
what happens on Wicked Wednesdays... 
 
Jade, Jet & Opal and their teachers go to the school wood field for 
just over an hour from 1.30 to 2.45. 
On 17 July, six of the teaching staff was involved. They are using 
the outdoor space for creative outdoor learning and play. 
Several different activities are offered; children choose where they 
want to go, and are free to move on from one group to another. 
There is  
supervised freedom to move about. Mrs Peacock says she & her  
colleagues hope that they will learn to love and respect the  
outdoor world; and learn a bit about how to enjoy it. 
On 17th July, it was HOT.  Children were weaving dream catchers 
with twine; a few were engaged in constructing small shelters, 
making frameworks with long sticks and twine This was their own 
idea, and they were working to solve the problem of binding the 
sticks solidly 
 together. 
Bug hunting produced some earwigs. Are their pincers at the back 
or the front? Do they hurt if they nip? How many legs have  
earwigs?  
In the shade of the huge old chestnut tree, youngsters were  
exploring the holes in the tree, wondering who might have lived 
there. There were no live animals that afternoon, but there were 
animal puppets: a fox and cub, for which someone had made a 
personal bed; a hedgehog; a rabbit; a snail; a squirrel, who had a 
look in one of the tree holes; and a sleepy owl. Hedgehogs and 
owls work night shifts, and don’t often come to daytime parties. 
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Grand Opening 
On 21st June, our field was properly 
opened. Everyone from School came. It was 
a non-uniform day, and people were dressed 
for the beach.  
Fortunately the weather was warm. Mrs 
Joslin, who donated our Story Chair, cut the 
ribbon to open the field. We were delighted 
that some of our  
neighbours were able to come, and it was 
great to see so many parents. A journalist 
and her photographer came along, and we 
featured in the Essex Chronicle. We all 
moved around the field and enjoyed the  
sunshine. 

Access to the Field for Local 
People 
Currently, the field is open on 
weekdays between about 8am 
and 7pm. During that time, 
responsibility rests with Mr 
Bri;en. Some = our neighbours 
are interested in access at  
weekends. Mr Bri;en does nG 
work weekends and therefore 
someone else would need to be 
responsible for unlocking and 
locking the gates. None = us 
want the field to be accessed = 
an evening for via any [her 
route than the gates.  
We are extremely proud = how 
quickly our woodland project 
has gG cf the ground and  
recognise that this is an  
on-going process. We would like 
to invite you to a meeting at the 
School on 24h October, 2013 at 
5pm to update you and discuss 
future plans  



Late summer-Taking Stock and making Plans 
 
We have had a long, hot, dry summer. That’s been great for people; but the woodland projects have suffered 
from the heat and the lack of rain. Our field is exposed and dry, with no accessible water. The grass has been 
there for decades, and is very dominant. These factors were bound to be challenging for the new planting.  As 
summer ends, we have discovered quite how challenging.  
In the spring letter we talked about our Willow Domes. Till the end of June, they appeared to have rooted, and 
were doing well, with little green shoots. But sadly, over summer most of the willow stems appear to have died. 
It may be that this site is too dry to support willow, but we have decided to give it a bit more time, wait for the 
rain, add a few more willow stems, and see what happens when spring comes. 
Our trees too, have suffered. Of the twelve bigger specimen trees, three have died, and will be replaced. As we 
print this, it appears that over half of the little whips are also dead; but, with winter rain, some of them may 
recover. So all the little whips will be left in place and later in autumn, more will be planted. Then in spring the 
ones which are definitely dead will be removed. 
What can be done to beat the grass and allow the new planting to get its fair share of water in the summer 
months? Watering is very difficult. So, after a lot of thought, we have decided to use weed killer on some of 
the grass around the trees. That should mean that the grass uses less of the available water, and give the young 
trees a better chance.  
 The product we plan to use is Glyphosate. It has been in use for over 30 years and is available in Garden  
Centres. It is safe for people and animals as soon as the spray has dried, and it does not persist in the soil. The 
grass will be strimmed in October, and about a week later, it will be sprayed. The field will be closed for 1 day 
after it is sprayed.  
The long dry summer has also made us re-think the idea of the Pond. On this site, it looks as if a full pond will 
not be sustainable.  A deep pond would also create some risks. Watching our youngsters in the field on  
Wicked Wednesdays, it’s clear that they enjoy digging. So the Pond area is going to become a digging play 
 area. Later we hope to introduce a much smaller wet area, possibly nearer the top of the field. 

   
Looking after the Field takes a bit of time and energy. Mr 
Britten, our Project Manager, does a lot, but he needs help. 
It would be good to have local people who are prepared to 
help with weeding and a bit of ground maintenance. We 
wonder particularly if there might be retired people with a 
few weekday hours to spare. You don’t need to be retired! 
Any adult would be welcome. If you would like to help please 
contact Mr Britten on: 01245 354517 or email at 
sitemanager@trinityroad.essex.sch.uk 
 

Our first call for help is likely to be immediately after the 
ground is strimmed. The grass will need to be raked off   
before weed killer is sprayed. We would like people to come, 
and bring a rake! 

Helpers 


